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and other useful grazing plants of the American cattle ranges
in some of the Western States is promoted by the trampling
of cattle after the seeds are ripe. It has often been stated
that the presence of swine in English beechwoods was
necessary for their regeneration from seed.   Although the
feed on the mast, they are supposed to favour regeneration
by trampling some of it into the soil and thus enabling the
to germinate;   and this may very well be true.   It
has also been recently suggested that pigs are likely to be of
use to the beech by eating various enemies of the seed and
seedling, such as mice and slugs. There is abundant evidence
that the destruction of carnivorous birds (hawks, jays, etc.)
and small animals (stoats, weasels, etc.) by gamekeepers
handicaps or destroys the chances of tree regeneration in
many of our woods, because the rabbits and mice which are
part of their natural prey multiply in their absence and destroy
the          and seedlings of the trees, especially oak and beech,
Thus an interference with the balance of the animal popula-
tion may alter the relation between one part of it and the
dominants of the plant community, and eventually result
in the disappearance of the latter,
are only a few of the          in which such relations
to be of first importance, but they may
to                the far-reaching effects that animals may
upon plants.   It is much to be desired that field
main             is in animals should co-operate
in the             necessary to elucidate
as                         and others which certainly
many of them probably still unsuspected.
INTERACTION OF ECOLOGICAL FACTORS.
In                 the different  factors of  the  habitat  and
on the vegetation, certain
be           in mind.
alluded, to (p. 131), is that
the            which can actually            plants are limited in